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Library Digital Initiatives: Timeline

1990-92 Library began digitizing its collections for
a pilot called American Memory and
began making all of its onsite exhibitions
available on the Internet.

1994 In 1994, the Library began its National
Digital Library Program with a promise to
digitize and make available 5 million
items.

2000 Congress authorizes the National Digital
Information Infrastructure and
Preservation Program, to capture and
preserve material that exists only in digital
form.

2004 National Digital Library Program
celebrates 10th anniversary and its 10
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items.

1995 THOMAS Web site of information about
the daily bills and legislative workings of
the U.S. Congress is launched.

1996 The Learning Page Web site for teachers
and students puts the library’s primary
resources in the classroom.

2000 America’s Library, a Web site for children
and families, is launched to put primary
sources in the home

celebrates 10 anniversary and its 10
millionth digitized item in American
Memory online.

2005 Library announces formation of an effort
to build a World Digital Library.

2008 NDIIPP network grows to over 130
partners; Library launches Flickr account.

2009 The World Digital Library launches with 32
partner institutions. Library accounts on
YouTube, iTunes U, Facebook, and Twitter
deliver collection content and news.
Read.gov premiers, a Library multimedia
website aimed at encouraging young
readers.



1990s Strategy: 
Increasing Accessibility 

� Open the Library’s Treasures to the 
general public

� American Memory

� Thomas
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� Thomas

� Learning Page

� National Digital Newspaper Program



American Memory
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o Provides resources for learning about the 
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o Provides resources for learning about the 
legislative process and resources for legislative 
researchers

o Launched in January of 1995, at the inception 
of the 104th Congress

o Contains a list of legislative and other 
government resources
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National Digital Newspaper Program
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Strategies for the 21st Century: NDIIPP

• Mission: develop a national strategy to collect, 

8

• Mission: develop a national strategy to collect, 
preserve and make available significant digital 
content, especially information that is created in 
digital form only, for current and future 
generations.

• Based on an understanding that digital stewardship 
on a national scale depends on public and private 
communities working together.



National Digital Information Infrastructure 
and Preservation Program (NDIIPP) 

� To ensure access over time to a rich body of 
digital content through the establishment of a 
national network of committed partners.

� Created by federal legislation (PL 106-554) in 
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� Created by federal legislation (PL 106-554) in 
December 2000

� Guided by National Digital Strategy Advisory 
Board (NDSAB)

� Preserving Our Digital Heritage national 
NDIIPP plan approved December 2002



Overall NDIIPP Goals

� Identify and preserve at-risk digital content 
� Develop a national digital collection and 
preservation strategy 

� Support development of improved tools, 
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� Support development of improved tools, 
models, and methods for digital preservation

� Work with industry, concerned federal agencies, 
libraries, research institutions and not-for-profit 
entities 



NDIIPP is a Portfolio of Activities

� Library can no longer collect “everything”

� Formed a network of more than 130 
partners to:

� Collect and preserve important digital content 

11

� Collect and preserve important digital content 
at risk of loss

� Conduct digital preservation research

� Construct an interoperable technical 
infrastructure to support long-term 
preservation

� Explore Intellectual Property issues



Diverse Partners

� Universities

� Public broadcasting

� Commercial content distributors and 
owners
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owners

� State governments

� Other federal agencies

� New business services

� Technology companies

� Other national libraries
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NDIIPP Strategy

� Take early action

� Learn by doing

� Be catalytic

14

� Be catalytic

� Act collaboratively

� Engage Multiple platforms

� Leverage Natural, Distributed Networks

� Share Resources



NDIIPP: Act Collaboratively

� Collaboration is Necessary When 
There’s No Roadmap to What You’re 
Doing

� Leverage Diverse Skill Sets
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� Leverage Diverse Skill Sets

� Build on Existing Infrastructure



Collaborative Tool Development

� Duraspace

� Lockss

� Portico
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� San Diego Supercomputer Center



Inventory of Partner Tools and Services
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National Digital Information Infrastructure and 
Preservation Program
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov
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Further Approaches

� Digitizing: Now a need to re-
digitize?

� Delivery copies now a higher 
resolution than earlier preservation 
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resolution than earlier preservation 
copies

� Operating Policies and Procedures

� Distributed Content Owners

� Can’t Preserve Licensed information



More Issues

� CD Roms, physical media

� IT Systems-regular back-up and a 
back-up facility

Regular migration, every 3 years
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� Regular migration, every 3 years


